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Jim and Mikey Bilbray, from left, Shelli
Gialketsis and Noah Kohn

Brian and Laura Riffel, from left, and
Catherine and Wayne Laska

Chris and Cathy Haase, from left, Shannon
Axelrod and Danny Axelrod
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Matt and Kami Smith

THE R-J GOES TO A PARTY

Record set for Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation

A

record $1 million was
raised during the
Nevada chapter of
the Juvenile Diabetes
Research Foundation’s 2014
Hope Gala on May 9 at The
Venetian.
The foundation is the
leading global organization
funding research for Type 1
diabetes.
The party was themed
“Disco Jam” and included live
entertainment, an extensive
silent auction, live auction,
gourmet dinner and dancing.
Kami Smith and Matt Smith of
Matt Smith Physical Therapy
were honored.
More than 700 guests
attended including Shelli
and Bill Gialketsis, Barbara
Gialketsis, Flora Mason, Linda
and Lou Silvestri, Nicole
and Perry Rogers, Mikey
and Jim Bilbray, Shannon

Dorothy
Huffey

ON THE SCENE
Axelrod, Gus Flangas, Laura
and George Burns, Julie
Gialketsis, Sharon and Norm
Jenkins, Albert Flangas, Tom
Argunese, Angela Gialketsis,
Gina Marku, Bryan O’Reilly,
Stephanie and Todd Bice,
Kate Hibbard, Billy Gaines,
Clara and Brian Cruden,
Cathy Haase and Chris
Hasse, board president of the
Juvenile Diabetes Research
Foundation’s Nevada chapter.
Rhonda and Jeff Wyatt
directed the dinner.
Master of ceremonies
was Chet Buchanan, and a
live auction for 12 exclusive

Judyann Price, from left, Paula Lawrence,
Monica Coburn and Louisa Voisine

packages was conducted
by Andy Parnell. Auction
items included a 1972 Chevy
Camaro that sold for $32,000,
a holiday in Napa, Calif., for
three couples that sold for
$30,000 and a getaway for two
to Switzerland that sold for
$20,000.
Other auction items were
a Jean Francois painting that
sold for $18,000, a trip to
Atlantis Resort at the Cove
Paradise Island, Bahamas, that
sold for $17,000, a trip to Costa
Rica that sold for $14,000 and
a Labradoodle puppy that went
to a good home for $12,000.
The auctioneer also offered
donor funding levels for the
charity that partygoers could
agree to support, starting at
$50,000.
Dress for Success: The second
annual spring luncheon
gala took place May 2 at the

Allison Serafin, from left, Bart Patterson,
Paige Candee and Shelli Ryan

Four Seasons to benefit the
organization that helps local
women seeking employment
with career development,
a support network and
professional attire.
The Kentucky Derbythemed event included a threecourse meal with Champagne,
silent auction and fashion
show featuring hats by worldrenowned designer Louisa
Voisine.
Among the guests at the
sold-out event were Elaine
Sanchez, Bernadette Anthony,
Claudia Ramos, Dorothy
Kemp, Steve Schorr, Ann
Santiago, Cindy Santilena,
Liz Gaiter, Melissa Arias, Lia
Roberts and Laurie Sabol.
Voisine, a Henderson
resident, has created custom
hats for celebrities, royals and
society women from around
the world. The Kentucky

Araxie Grant, from left, Amy Meyer, Heidi
Gonzalez and Olivia Fierro

Derby is a favorite place for
her creations to be seen.
Models wore Voisine’s hats
with the classic “little black
dress” as well as cocktail wear
and evening gowns. Judyann
Price introduced Voisine after
the show.
Emceeing the event was
Olivia Fierro of KVVU-TV,
Channel 5. She introduced
Paula Lawrence, executive
director of Dress for
Success; Paige Candee,
founder and advisory council
president; and Shelli Ryan,
board chairwoman. Event
chairwoman was Monica
Coburn.
Other guests included
Tamara Chorberg, Kimberly
Miles, Christa Casper, Monica
Garin, Karen Cruey, Christy
Echols, Cynthia Harris, Araxie
Grant, Monica Moore, Trish
Acevedo and Anuja Dass.

Shelia McKay, from left, Megan Huegel,
Tammy Starring, Ronda Henderson and
Chris Harvey

Hats on for moms at brunch for St. Jude’s Ranch

The event also featured
entertainment, children’s
activities and more.
At registration, guests made
a donation for a Mad Hatter
hat and wand and were entered
in the drawing for mother and
daughter diamond doubleheart pendants donated by MJ
Christensen owner Darlene
Miller.
A hat parade followed the
luncheon. Brenda Bogue wore

a black-and-white double-brim
hat from Voisine Millinery.
Jennifer Johnson stood out in
her original bird’s nest hat she
created the night before. Fafie
Moore sported a peach-colored
hat made by a Kentucky Derby
hat maker.
St. Jude’s Ranch organizers
expressed their appreciation
by presenting Patti Chess with
the Special Mom award and
Sonia Anderson, the event’s
honorary chairwoman and CEO
and founder of the Andson
Foundation, with the Diamond
Heart award. The Andson
Foundation offers tutoring for
children at St. Jude’s Ranch.
Chess has volunteered for
Child Focus for the past 10
years since retiring from
the Department of Family
Services. She loves working
with the Camp 2 Belong each
summer.
“My passion is reuniting
siblings,” she said.
Development Director
Kelley McClellan of St. Jude’s
Ranch for Children said,
“Camp 2 Belong is one week
kids will never forget.” For

many, it’s the only time of
the year they will spend with
their siblings, who may have
been adopted and moved out
of state. The 11-year-old camp
lets siblings have birthday
celebrations, scrapbook and
do other things they may not
normally get to do together.
The camp costs St. Jude’s
Ranch $1,200 for each child for
one week. That’s why Paragon
Gaming CEO Diana Bennett
and others donated more than
$15,000 at the brunch.
“Camp is so expensive for
us we need assistance to make
it a memorable experience,”
noted Myesha Wilson, Nevada
regional director for St. Jude’s
Ranch.
Tammy Gerber has
volunteered at Camp 2 Belong
for more than five years. It’s
where she met Kyla and her
two brothers. One day she ran
down the mountain at camp
to call her husband and say,
“I’ve found our family.” The
process took nearly two years
and she needed the Hopi Indian
Tribe’s blessings because of the
children’s heritage.

“It completely changed our
life. It’s the best thing that ever
happened to us,” Gerber said,
noting one adopted son is now
17 and learning to drive, and
preparing for college. Another
plays football, she said, and
Kyla is happier than ever after
waiting from age 4 to 10 to
get adopted. She had refused
adoption previously unless
her brothers were adopted
with her. When Kyla spoke to
the audience about her new
forever family, there was not a
dry eye in the place.
Event Chairwoman Ann
Nicholson donated her
handmade jewelry and beads
for the kids’ craft session. St.
Jude’s Ranch sold beautiful
artwork and hand-painted
coasters made by the ranch’s
children.
Also attending were: Marlee
Palermo, Doug Anderson,
Jeannette Schneider, Maureen
Feduniak, Mercedes Martinez,
Paige Candee, Lori Nelson and
Nina Radetich.
Elisa and her daughter
Olivia Fiorillo entertained
attendees.

Akasia Latiff, from left, Ashton
Warner, Myesha Wilson and
Jackie Oliver

Lauryn Hunter

Diana Bennett, from left, Kyla
Gerber and Tammy Gerber

Darlene Miller, left, and
Mercedes Martinez

SATURDAY
■ 7 a.m.
THE PATRIOT RUN
Floyd Lamb Park at Tule Springs,
9200 Tule Springs Road
The annual 1-mile walk and 5K
run event will benefit VFW Post
12093, Spirit Therapies Horses
Healing Heroes Program and the
78th Attack Squadron Creech
Air Force Base Booster Club.
Registration is $20-$35 in advance
and $40 on race day. The event
will feature drawings, karate
demonstrations, giveaways, a DJ
and more (active.com).
■ 11:30 a.m.
WE HEART MAGGIE GOLF
TOURNAMENT
Rio Secco Golf Club, 2851 Grand
Hills Drive, Henderson
To benefit the Children’s Heart
Foundation, the scramble format
tournament will begin with a
shotgun start at 1:30 p.m. Family

activities will be offered from 3:30
to 6 p.m., with a banquet and
awards ceremony at 6 p.m. Golf
registration is $150. Tickets for the
awards reception only are $15-$25
(weheartmaggie.com).
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M

ay 10th was the
perfect day for
the 10th annual
Mother’s Day
brunch under the tent on the
JW Marriott’s east lawn.
The Moms Rock Mother’s
Day Tea and Brunch was
hosted by St. Jude’s Ranch
for Children and benefited
its Child Focus program
for abused, neglected and
homeless children in Southern
Nevada. Money raised also
will help pay for Camp 2
Belong, which reunites siblings
separated in community foster
care for a week of fun and
bonding.
Nearly 300 women sporting
the latest in millinery fashions
arrived with their children
to support the program. The
event celebrated mothers,
nontraditional families,
daughters, sons, sisters and
friends in what was termed
a not-so-traditional tea for
the not-so-traditional mom.

Elisa and Olivia Fiorillo
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Ann Nicholson, from left, Sonia
Anderson, Patti Chess and Kelley
McClellan

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
WEDNESDAY
■ 5-9 p.m.
GALA FOR GRACE
Red Rock Country Club, 2250
Red Springs Drive
To benefit the nonprofit
organization Living Grace Home,
the seventh annual gala will
feature guest speaker Kathy
Hamilton, live and silent auctions,
entertainment and a drawing.
Tickets are $75 per person. For
reservations, call 702-228-1678
(livinggracehome.com).
■ 6:30 p.m.
GIRLS NIGHT OUT
Hyde Bellagio at Bellagio, 3600
Las Vegas Blvd. South
Friends of the Shade Tree will
host its 12th annual event to
benefit the shelter for women
and their children. The fundraiser
will feature live and silent
auctions, drinks, hors d’oeuvres,
entertainment by Frankie Moreno,

and more. Tickets are $150
(friendsoftheshadetree.net).
■ Times vary
FOUNTAIN DONATIONS
Miracle Mile Shops at Planet
Hollywood, 3663 Las Vegas Blvd.
South
Throughout May, all change
collected from the fountain
at Miracle Mile Shops will be
donated to benefit the nonprofit
organization Community
Counseling Center of Southern
Nevada. The collection is part of
the retail center’s “Caring, Giving,
Changing” community campaign.
THURSDAY
■ 6-10 p.m.
THE BLUE PARTY
Mundo Restaurant at the World
Market Center, 495 S. Grand
Central Parkway
The Goodwill of Southern
Nevada event will feature a

fashion show with fashions
by seven local designers using
reimagined and repurposed
Goodwill merchandise. The event
will also feature live music, a silent
auction, art and an after-party.
Tickets start at $25. For tickets, visit
goodwillblueparty.org.
■ 7-10 p.m.
LAS VEGAS EPICUREAN AFFAIR
The Pools at the Palazzo, 3325
Las Vegas Blvd. South
The Nevada Restaurant
Association’s annual fundraiser
will feature cuisine and cocktails
provided by more than 70 Las
Vegas restaurants, nightclubs
and beverage purveyors. General
admission tickets are $105. Tickets
for early admission at 6 p.m. are
$155. Proceeds will benefit the
association’s educational and
scholarship programs (702-4149000).

SUNDAY, MAY 25
■ Noon-8 p.m.
MEMORIAL DAY FESTIVAL
Clark County Government
Center Amphitheater, 500 S. Grand
Central Parkway
The Puerto Rican Association
of Las Vegas will have its annual
festival honoring Nevada’s veteran
community and members of the
military. The event will feature
live music, food, vendors and
more. Admission is $10. Children
10 and younger are free. Proceeds
will benefit the association’s
scholarship fund (facebook.com/
puertoricanassociationlv).

